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Insects around the top of Mt. Izumikatsuragi, recorded in 2021-2022
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CB-Osaka : 3-1-3-504 Shinhinoodai, Minami, Sakai, Osaka 590-0143, Japan

Abstract : Successive surveys were conducted to describe the insect fauna and its
change around the top of Mt. Izumikatsuragi (lat. 34.347989N, long. 135.434352E, alt.
858m) from 2008, and the results obtained in 2021-2022 were reported in this paper.
The survey area located in Kongo Ikoma Kisen Quasi-National Park (Osaka and
Wakayama Prefectures), and included forests of the Japanese beech, Fagus crenata.
Insects observed or recognized by singing were recorded in a certain route of ca. 3-hour
daytime walk, once a month from April to December in 2009-2022, after a preliminary
survey in 2008. Over 200 species, including residents only in the forests were identified
in both years. Numbers of the threatened species selected in the Osaka Prefecture Red
List were 9 and 7, found in 2021 and 2022, respectively. Out of these red list species,
the acridid Mongolotettix japonicus , the cicadas Yezoterpnosia vacua and Lyristes
japonicus were found every year, whereas the katidid Psyrana japonica was the first
time in 2021. Mountain-dwelling species as well as those threatened ones, and the
number of species in each order or subgroup were summarized below. For example, 25
and 27 species of butterflies were observed in 2021 and 2022, respectively, and the two
values were near to the average one (26.4 species) for 2009-2022. Populations of some
mountain-dwelling species and threatened ones tended to be decreasing, and some
plain-dwelling species were beginning to be found. In order to assess such trends to
continue, in addition to the first stated objectives, further surveys should be conducted.

Key words : insect, fauna, threatened species, Mt.Izumikatsuragi
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